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At the end of this presentation, the 
learner will be able to:

 Learn about more recent statistics surrounding IPV with the use of firearms

 Hear about how COVID-19 has contributed to higher rates of IPV

 To determine ways to minimize firearm homicide and support victims & 
survivors of IPV
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What is Intimate Partner Violence?

 Physical (can include weapon use), sexual, emotional, 
economic abuse

 Possession of firearms are at the core of intimate partner 
homicide

 Includes stalking

 Intimate partner relationships: current/former spouses, 
boyfriend/girlfriend, sexual partners

 May or may not be cohabiting, can be opposite or same 
sex
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• Breiding MJ, Basile KC, Smith SG, Black MC, Mahendra R. Intimate partner violence surveillance: uniform definitions and recommended data 

elements, version 2.0. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. 2015.
• Mohayed M., Bailey R.K. (2021) Intimate Partner Homicide: Firearms Use in Domestic Violence. In: Bailey R.K. (eds) Intimate Partner Violence. Springer, 

Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-55864-2_15



Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Fast Factors: Preventing intimate partner 
violence. Retrieved September 20, 2022 from 
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/fastfact.html



The Impact of COVID-19 on IPV

 In March 2020, there was an increase in domestic-related reports & calls to law 
enforcement in Alabama, Oregon, Texas (27%, 22%, 18%, respectively)

 IPV survivors are more isolated

 Abusive partners being even more controlling now: 

 taking stimulus checks, not paying phone bills, etc.

Boserup B, McKenney M, Elkbuli A. Alarming trends in US domestic violence during the COVID-19 pandemic. Am J Emerg Med. 
2020;38(12):2753-2755. doi:10.1016/j.ajem.2020.04.077
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7195322/pdf/main.pdf


IPV and COVID-19 Pandemic: 
Review of Literature

 11 out of 19 studies found an increase 
in IPV during the pandemic compared 
to pre-pandemic

 48% increase in calls to domestic 
violence helplines

 Psychological/Verbal IPV most 
prevalent

 Vulnerability factors associated with 
increase in IPV
 Unemployment

 Low SES

 Pre-existing mental health conditions

 Personal COVID-19 diagnosis

 Physical Environment
 Overcrowding of household/Lack of 

physical space

McNeil, A., Hicks, L., Yalcinoz-Ucan, B. et al. Prevalence & Correlates of Intimate Partner 
Violence During COVID-19: A Rapid Review. J Fam Viol (2022). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-022-00386-6



Intimate Partner 
Violence: Use of 
Firearms



Important numbers on gun violence  

 92% of all women killed with guns in high-income countries in 2015 were from the U.S.

 Access to a gun makes it 5x more likely that the abusive partner will kill his female victim

 4.5 million women have reported being threatened with a gun by an intimate partner

 Every month, an average of 57 women are shot and killed by an intimate partner
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Important numbers on gun violence 

 Black women are twice as likely to be fatally shot by an intimate partner compared 
to white women

 Nearly 3 in 4 children & teens killed in mass shootings died in an incident connected 
to domestic violence

 Data from 16 states indicates that nearly 2/3 of child fatalities involving domestic 
violence were caused by guns
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Constitutional Carry

 Citizens who can legally possess firearms are allowed to carry guns publicly, whether licensed or 
not
 25 states have passed constitutional carry

 In order to carry a handgun, an individual must be:

 Able to lawfully possess a handgun per Federal law (e.g. not a felon or an individual 
with a conviction of domestic abuse) and any state requirements; and

 Be in a place where the person has a legal right to be
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How does this affect victims and 
offenders of domestic violence?

 The law includes criminal penalties for domestic violence offenders with a gun

 Places to possess or carry a firearm in the ff places:
- high school, college, professional sports event
- correctional facility
- hospital, nursing home
- certain government buildings
- secured areas of airports
- an establishment that earns 51% or more from selling alcohol
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Homicides in IPV

 55% of female homicides were IPV-
related

 Intimate partner assaults with firearms 3X 
more than knives

 50% involved firearms

 Used to for coercive control in abusive 
relationships 

• Petrosky E, Blair JM, Betz CJ, Fowler KA, Jack SP, Lyons BH. Racial and ethnic differences in homicides of adult women and the role of 
intimate partner violence — United States, 2003–2014. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2017;66:741–746. 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6628a1External

• Vittes KA, Sorenson SB. Are temporary restraining orders more likely to be issued when applications mention firearms? Eval Rev. 2006
Jun;30(3):266-82.

• Zeoli AM, Malinski R, Turchan B. Risks and targeted interventions: Firearms in intimate partner violence. Epidemiol Rev. 2016;38(1):125-39. 
doi: 10.1093/epirev/mxv007. 13

http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6628a1
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Firearms in IPV Homicides

 Use of firearms in 32,900 annual nonfatal IPV 2003 through 2012
 Firearms most common weapon intimate partner homicides 
 2013, 53% female IPV homicides killed by firearms 
 2013, 40% male victims killed by firearms

Zeoli AM, Malinski R, Turchan B. Risks and targeted interventions: Firearms in intimate partner violence. Epidemiol Rev. 2016;38(1):125-39. doi: 
10.1093/epirev/mxv007. 
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Knives in IPV Homicides

 19% of women met demise by knives  

 38% (nearly double) men killed by knives 

 Use of knives yields a more skewed proportion 

13. Zeoli AM, Malinski R, Turchan B. Risks and targeted interventions: Firearms in intimate partner violence. Epidemiol Rev. 
2016;38(1):125-39. doi: 10.1093/epirev/mxv007. 
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Discrepancies in Male vs. Female Incidents

 Largest benefit from decrease intimate partner homicide men 

 Women aware of available options regarding refuge from abuse 

 Homicides by female decreased, femicides (murder of women) by males increased5

 Best predictor of IPV homicides previous IPV (67% to 75%)5

Campbell JC, Glass N, Sharps PW, Laughon K, Bloom T. Intimate partner homicide: review and implications of research and policy. Trauma Violence Abuse. 
2007 Jul;8(3):246-69. 
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Restricting Access through Laws

 Laws limiting access guns restraining order or DV conviction 

 The Federal Gun Control Act, Violent Crime Control Act 1994

 1996 Lautenberg Amendment 

 Prohibits possession firearm by DV convictions

 States laws vary ability of police to confiscate firearms at the scene/home where DV being 
investigated

• Vigdor ER, Mercy JA. Do laws restricting access to firearms by domestic violence offenders prevent intimate partner homicide? Eval Rev. 2006 Jun;30(3):313-46.
• Nathan AJ. At the intersection of domestic violence and guns: The public interest exception and the Lautenberg amendment. Cornell L Rev. 1999;85:822. 
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Considerations 
for Practice and 
Advocacy



IPV: Primary Care and Medical 
Settings

Primary Care/Medical Settings
 IPV screening for all patients is critical

 IPV screening in primary care 
clinics(8.5%) vs Depression screenings 
(71.3%)

 When screenings were available, 
64.7% of women refused screening

Telehealth Considerations
 Limitation of telehealth: 

monitoring by abuser

 Mobile remote monitoring
 Complete screening by phone

 Protective privacy features in 
telehealth service

McNeil, A., Hicks, L., Yalcinoz-Ucan, B. et al. Prevalence & Correlates of Intimate Partner Violence During COVID-19: A Rapid Review. J Fam Viol (2022). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-022-00386-6
Perone HR, Dietz NA, Belkowitz J, Bland S. Intimate partner violence: Analysis of current screening practices in the primary care setting. Fam Pract (2022). 
doi:10.1093/fampra/cmab069 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-022-00386-6


Ways to prevent firearm violence in IPV

1. Strengthening state laws prohibiting domestic abusers from possessing guns and 
requiring abusers to relinquish guns they already have.

2. Focusing on implementation and enforcement of existing state firearm 
relinquishment laws by state and local courts and law enforcement agencies.

3. Strengthening the federal background check system to keep guns out of 
dangerous hands by closing deadly loopholes and addressing deficiencies 
including: the boyfriend loophole, the Charleston loophole, the unlicensed sale 
loophole; and improving domestic violence records.

2117. Guns and Violence Against Women. Everytown Research & Policy. October 2019. https://everytownresearch.org/report/guns-and-
violence-against-women-americas-uniquely-lethal-intimate-partner-violence-problem/



4. Requiring dealers to notify state or local law enforcement when a 
domestic abuser or convicted stalker attempts to buy a gun and fails a 
background check.

5. Funding comprehensive research on the nexus of guns and intimate 
partner violence.
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17. Guns and Violence Against Women. Everytown Research & Policy. October 2019. https://everytownresearch.org/report/guns-and-violence-
against-women-americas-uniquely-lethal-intimate-partner-violence-problem/

Ways to prevent firearm violence in IPV



Conclusion

 IPV threats are made graver when firearms are involved

 Mere ownership of firearms is a risk factor for IPV homicide

 Women have more alternatives (than homicide) to end abusive 
relationship

 Men greatest reduction in rate of intimate partner homicide

 Need to improve screening rates in medical settings and find collaborate 
with community partners on helping victims feel comfortable with 
disclosure.

Bailey RK, Batti P. Intimate partner violence. Oral presentation at: University of Buffalo, Department of Psychiatry Grand Rounds; September, 2022; Buffalo, NY.
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