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Objectives 

• What are Opioids?

• The History of Opioid Addiction

• Recent Trends: The Current Epidemic

• Question: Do Involuntary Commitment Laws 

Make a Difference?



What are opioids?

• Derived from opium, which is extracted 

from Opium poppy plant.

• Morphine is the primary active component 

of opium.

• Naturally occurring opioids ("opiates")

• Semi-synthetic opioids

• Synthetic opioids 
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The History of Pain Culture and 
Opioid Addiction in the United States







Recent Trends: A Review

• Since 1999, the number of overdose deaths 

involving opioids has quadrupled. [4]

• From 2000 to 2015, more than half a million people 

died from drug overdoses, and more than half of 

those deaths (6 out of 10) involved opioids. [4]

• 91 Americans die every day from an opioid 

overdose. [4]

• In 2015 alone, opioids were involved in 33,091 

deaths in the U.S. [4]
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QUESTION

Does the ability to involuntarily commit a 

patient on the basis of a substance use disorder 

(SUD) have an impact on reducing the overall 

number of deaths resulting from opioid 

overdose?



State Statutes: at a glance

• 16 states include substance use disorders (SUD) in 

their involuntary commitment statutes, OR have a 

separate statute in effect specifically addressing 

SUD.

• 19 states specifically EXCLUDE SUD from the 

involuntary commitment statute, and do not have 

an additional statute in effect.

• 16 states do not reference SUD in the involuntary 

commitment statute and do not address it 

elsewhere (including NYS).





Definitions: A Review

• Most states rely on the "imminent 

dangerousness" standard.

• A patient may be considered for involuntary 

commitment if he or she is deemed to be at 

increased risk of harm to self or others, or 

gravely disabled in a way which impairs the 

patient's functioning, such that they cannot 

meet their basic needs (food, shelter, etc).



NYS Mental Hygiene Code: §9.39



NYS Mental Hygiene Code: §9.01



DATA

• Opioid-related death rates for 2015 were collected from 

the CDC. Rates are age adjusted and reported per 

100,000 population.

• Data were categorized by class of opioid- heroin, 

methadone, natural and semi-synthetic opioids, and 

synthetic opioids.

• Variations in state reporting methods were accounted for.

• States were recategorized into three groups.

• Opioid related death rates in those three groups were 

compared using ANOVA.



Results

F(2,24)=1.787, p=0.189

F(2,22)=1.695, p=0.207

F(2,22)=0.006, p=0.994

F(2,24)=0.343, p=0.713



Results



What does it all mean?

• Are the statutes used regularly?

• Are states with more ambiguity in their 

statutes admitting on the basis of SUD 

more? Or less?

• Impact of the criminal justice system.



Challenges in practice

• Substance use disorders are historically 

difficult to treat.

• Co-occurring psychiatric diagnoses.

• Psychosocial/ethical implications.

• Length of stay/admission.

• Follow-up.



Food for Thought

Primary prevention

Secondary prevention

Tertiary prevention



In Summary

• Opioid addiction has been a concern in this 

country for over 150 years.

• Deaths from opioids continue to rise at 

rates higher than any other time in history.

• Unable to say with statistically significant 

certainty that involuntary commitment 

laws for substance use disorders do or will 

impact death rates.

• Emphasis on primary prevention may be key 

when it comes to the opioid epidemic.



Thank You

Corey Leidenfrost, PhD
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