
 State University of New York at Buffalo 
School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences 

Steering Committee 
Meeting Minutes of April 12th, 2017 

Date / Location: Wednesday, April 12th 2017; 5:00 pm 150 BEB 

Members Present: Ralph Benedict, Michael Cain, John Hall, Michael Morales, Mark Parker, Thomas Russo, 
Jennifer Surtees 
Excused: Gabriela Popescu 

Handouts  Steering Committee Agenda April 12th, 2017. 
 Steering Committee Minutes March 8th, 2017. 

Agenda Item Discussion and Action 

Call to order Dr. Russo called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

Meeting Minutes March 8th, 2017 minutes were approved. 

Dean’s Report  Dermatology Residency Program. Last week the School learned that the Dermatology 

Residency Program has had its accreditation withdrawn by the ACGME Residency 
Review Committee. The precise reasons will not be made known to the School for at least 
two weeks. Accreditation will be revoked in June and cannot be appealed until the next 
meeting of the ACGME RRC in September. The affected residents have been placed in 
residency programs elsewhere. 

 New Medical School. Dr. Cain reports from a recent visit to the downtown site that 

excellent progress has been made. 
 Strategic Plan. The new strategic plan, developed with outside consultants, will be 

posted in the Fall for immediate implementation. The School will continue to engage the 
consultants to ensure that the strategic vision of the School aligns with the strategic vision 
of its clinical partners. 

Agenda Items:  President-elect. As the terms of many FCSC members are coming to an end, Dr. Russo 

reminded the FCSC of the need to identify a new president-elect. Traditionally the roles of 
president and president-elect are alternately assigned to clinical and non-clinical faculty. 
Dr. Russo asked the FCSC to think of clinical faculty who are suitable for the role of 
president-elect, with the note that this individual would be FC president at the time of the 
LCME accreditation site visit. 

 Update on FC website. Dr. Russo reported that he has provided his feedback to 

Kathleen Wiater on the draft version of the new website. The FCSC will get an opportunity 
to see the website before it goes live. Dr. Cain will identify an individual to oversee the 
posting of updated web content. 

 Conflict of Interest. Dr. Russo noted that the School has no review committee to which 

reports of conflicts of interest can be directed. The SC agreed that the ad hoc committee 
that revised the School’s Conflict of Interest Policy (in 2014) should be reactivated and 
repopulated to address this situation. 

Progress Reports  Faculty Promotion Policy. The Faculty Appointment Committee have not produced a 

revised version of their policy within the expected timeframe. Consequently a new chair 
will be appointed and the committee will be repopulated. Most outstanding issues with the 
policy involved volunteer faculty; Dr. Hall was asked to identify a volunteer faculty 
member to serve on the revamped committee. Discussion of the revised document was to 
be the main business for the next meeting of the FC, consequently the May 31st FC 
meeting will be cancelled. 

 “Student Harassment” Policy. The School requires a policy that sets standards for the 

relationships between faculty and medical students. It was reported that Dr. Lessee, chair 
of the curriculum committee, has obtained examples of equivalent policies from other 
schools to use as a basis for generating our own. 

Old Business  None 

New Business  None 

Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 6:10 pm. Next meeting: Wednesday May 10th, 2017 

 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Parker, PhD - Faculty Council Secretary 


